SHEPPEY

ACTI!

and doctors of divinity? They're there to explain to
people that whatever Jesus said he didn't really mean It
but something quite different .

SHEPPEY: You may be right,, of course. But I don't see why
?e shouldn't 'ave.

ERNIE: It stands to reason. Those precepts, the sermon on
the Mount and all that, may have been very well for a
small peasant community, but they're just not applicable
to our great world states. They're impracticable.

SHEPPEY: I don't know so much about that.   Personally I

don't know anyone as 'as tried to put them in practice.
FLORRIE: Well, that's a proof they're impracticable, dad.

I mean, if they were., clergymen and ministers and that

Hke3 would do them.

SHEPPEY: Perhaps they don't believe in them.
FLORRIE: I don't know why they shouldn't.   I believe in

them. But there's all the difference In believing a thing

just as a thing you believe . . .
ERNIE: Theoretically, she means.
FLORRIE: Yes, and believing it so that you act on it. I

mean, when you believe a horse can't lose, you don't

believe it in the same way as you believe that if you go out

in the rain you'll get wet.

ERNIE: [To SHEPPEY.] I see what you mean, of course. It's
an ideal. But you've always got to remember this, an
ideal's something you aim at; as soon as you reach it,
it stops being an ideal.

SHEPPEY: It don't seem like an ideal to me. It seems to me

like plain commonsense.
ERNIE: Well, I think it's the damnedest nonsense I ever

heard.

SHEPPEY: Fm not quite sure that what you think is gospel
truth either.

FLORRIE: Ernie's an educated man, dad, and you're not,